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he engaged never supported him while they
were going on, and often resulted in losses.
J3 mt what a picture the letter presents of an
impecunious scholar, bewitched by his pur-
suit, and sure that it was to end in some
vast result! He writes like an inventor who
needs but little to enable him to perfect a
machine which is to revolutionize labor,

It was only a few years after the first
publication of the Spelling-Book, and while
Webster was still unmarried and trying his
hand at various occupations, that he pub-
lislaed " A Collection of Essays and Fugitiv
Writings on Moral, Historical, Political, and
Literary Subjects." The short-tailed word
on the title-page is an oddity intended prob-
ably to attract the reader's attention and
lead, him to look within. The contents
emlbrace thirty essays, originally written
or published between the years 1787 and
1790, but before the reader comes upon the
table of contents he is likely to stop at the
Preface with its antics of spelling. We are
tolerably used by this time to reformed
spelling, but Webster was a pioneer, and
his contemporaries must have looked with
some amazement at what they could only